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A diverse group of disease conditions that:

• most heavily affect people living without access to adequate sanitation, 

basic infrastructure and health services

• Cause important morbidity and mortality, justifying a global response

• Have public health tools and strategies to achieve broad control, elimination 

or eradication

 People in developed countries don’t easily get infected unlike other major 

communicable diseases (e.g. TB, malaria, HIV/AIDS)

 Many NTDs are not fatal

 Affected communities are typically poor ones; therefore cannot afford treatment 

 Development of medicines and diagnostic tools lag behind

 Major donors have not been interested for a long time

Neglected Tropical Diseases





Medical 

interventions for 

rapid impacts

Environmental 

interventions for 

sustained impacts

Safe drinking-water, 

sanitation & hygiene 

(WASH)

Vector 

control 

(VC)

Veterinary 

public health 

(VPH)

Preventive 

chemotherapy

(PC)

or mass drug 

administration 

(MDA)

Disease 

management 

& rehabilitation

5 public health strategies for NTDs



Global NTD 

Roadmap 

2021-2030









12 NTDs are 
endemic in the WHO 

South-East Asia 

Region

Estimated number of people 

requiring interventions 

against NTDs by WHO Region 

(2021) 





A WHO strategic framework for 
integrated control and 
management of skin-related 
neglected tropical diseases
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89240051423LINK



Rationale of integration of Skin NTDs



Vision

Making it possible for people affected by skin NTDs to receive care at or close to where they live.



Vision

SKIN 

HEALTH 

FOR ALL

Focus is not just on skin NTDs.



Goal of the Skin 
NTD Framework

To reduce the morbidity, disability and 

psychosocial impacts of skin NTDs and 

other skin conditions through a people-

centred integrated approach.



Objectives



Diseases in the skin NTD group



Skin NTDs and 2030 road map targets



Impact of skin NTDs on an individual…multi-dimensional



Stakeholders involved in skin NTD integration and control



Key cross-
cutting areas 
for skin NTD 
integration 
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Joint leprosy-LF self-care group  (Nepal)  
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Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)



Stigma, inclusion and human rights (Nepal)
Photo credit : IDEA International



Diagnosis 

Leprosy (M. leprae) Leishmaniasis (Leishmania sp.)



Diabetes Leprosy



Wound care (India)
Photo credit : Schieffelin Institute of Health



Rehabilitation (assistive device) (India)
Photo credit : Schieffelin Institute of Health



SEARO Integrated Skin NTD Toolkit

To develop a Regional toolkit for skin NTDs to strengthen health system 

capacity on case detection, diagnosis and response (treatment, case 

investigation, targeted MDA or referral) of skin NTDs in SEARO countries.

Objective:



Training Booklet - Content

• Basics in seeing a patient with skin lesions

• Skin-neglected tropical diseases (skin NTDs) 

• Common skin diseases

• Treatment and management

• Wound management

• Prevention & Control



Basics in seeing a patient 
with skin lesions

How did it start?

How does the skin lesion look like?

What is the texture?

What is the distribution?

How does it feel?



Symptom-to-diagnosis approach



Symptom-to-diagnosis approach



Flowchart



Common skin diseases

• Approximately 30 selected common 

skin diseases

• Two to three diseases in each page 

with key points

Autoimmune diseases

Acne

Abscess

Bedbugs

Cellulitis

Chickenpox

Contact dermatitis

Cutaneous tuberculosis

Drug eruption

Eczema

Hand, foot, & mouth 

disease

Herpes

Impetigo

Lice

Melasma

Pityriasis alba

Pityriasis versicolor

Prurigo

Psoriasis

Seborrheic eczema

Shingles

Skin conditions from diabetes

Syphilis

Tinea capitis

Tinea corporis

Tinea pedis

Vitiligo

Xanthoma

Others



Skin NTDs App



THANK YOU


